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became subservient to the State, Calvin's Church aimed at and
often achieved domination of the State.
We may now sum up as follows the scope and nature of the
Bible's authority according to Calvin: for the individual in re-
ligious matters, the Bible is completely authoritative; in political
matters he is under its authority to the extent of being com-
manded authoritatively by it to obey his rulers, but much more
he is under the authority of God as mediated to him by his rulers.
The Church derives all its authority from the Bible, and the Bible
is for it completely authoritative. The State derives its authority
immediately from God, and the Bible has no authority over it.
It is clear that we cannot ascribe to Calvin the Biblical totali-
tarianism which we found in the case of Luther; and the former's
partial recognition of the autonomy of the State and of the in-
dividual in his political relations puts him beyond the Middle
Ages. We have, too, in Calvin the beginnings of the distinction
between religious and other kinds of truth, implied by the right
of the State to publish its own valid ordinances. Of course, the
distinction in Calvin is merely inchoate, since the State's edicts
are to him derived from God, but the door has been pushed
slightly ajar for the State to enter later with a claim of absolute
right to speak in its own sphere, and then for science, art, and the
rest to do the same.
A very important part of Calvin's teaching on authority has
been deliberately left to the last. It is his answer to the question:
How is the Bible attested as the Word of God? From a strictly
logical point of view this should have been dealt with long ago,
for the issue raised is much more fundamental than anything
that we have so far discussed.1 But no injustice has been done to
Calvin. For, firstly, he did not see the fundamental character of
the issue: this is shown by the fact that having shown how the
Bible is attested as the Word of God he forthwith regards it as
having been so attested once and for all and does not thereafter
ever go behind the Bible to that which attests it. And, secondly,
he thought of it as a quite separate question from the general
question of authority, which is solved for him by the supremacy
of the Bible, and he deals with it as such. Thus we also are en-
titled to deal with it separately, in order that we may more clearly
see the implications of the question and of Calvin's answer to it.
It should be added, by way of further preface to that which
now falls to be said, that, although Calvin did not see what an
1 As is shown infra, p. 146.